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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KINGST 02379 062150Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 FRB-01 
INR-10 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
SP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 AGRE-00 SS-15 /087 W 

129253 070444Z/13 

R 062100Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0072 

UNCLAS KINGSTON 2379 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR, ETRD, EPAP, JM 

SUBJECT: J$1 1 MILLION LOSS BY SUGAR INDUSTRY DUE TO 
THREE- WEEK STRIKE 

REFERENCE: KINGSTON A-2346 

1 . THE JAMAICAN SUGAR INDUSTRY HAS COMPLETED ESTIMATES OF THE 
LOSSES INCURRED DUE TO THE THREE- WEEK STRIKE AT THE FACTORIES 
AND THE DELIVERY WAREHOUSE IN KINGSTON. ACCORDING TO THE 
SUGAR INDUSTRY AUTHORITY (SIA), THE COUNTRY LOST THE EQUIVA- 
LENT OF J$7.9 MILLION IN FOREIGN EXCHANGE ON SUGAR NOT 
SHIPPED. CONSIGNMENTS TOTALLING 18,000 LONG TONS OF SUGAR 

DID NOT GO FORWARD TO THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (EEC) 

AS PLANNED AND TWO SHIPS HAD TO BE DIVERTED. THE TEN 
FACTORIES SUFFERED A DIRECT LOSS IN "TIME AND EFFORT" OF AN 
ESTIMATED J$4 MILLION ACCORDING TO THE SUGAR PRODUCERS 
FEDERATION (SPF). A TOTAL OF NEAR 30,000 TONS OF CANE WHICH 
HAD BEEN REAPED PRIOR TO THE STRIKE WERE SPOILT. 

2. THE INDUSTRY-WIDE WORK STOPPAGE CAME TO AN END OVER THE 
WEEKEND WITH THE SETTLEMENT OF THE WAGE CLAIM OF WORKERS 
AT THE WAREHOUSE IN KINGSTON LATE FRIDAY NIGHT. DELIVERY 
OF SUGAR TO LOCAL INDUSTRIES BEGAN ON SATURDAY AND IS IN 
FULL SWING TODAY. 
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